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December 13th, 2020 – 3rd Sunday of Advent

Note to all parishioners at St. Mary Magdalene Parish:
Protocols for attending Mass in the Yellow Level:
We are now in the yellow level of our COVID 19 protocols in Zone 3. This means that we can have more than
50 people attend Masses as long as the space is large enough to physically distance. With this change there will
not be a pre-registration to attend weekend Masses at any of our Church Sites. At. St. Dunstan’s Site you will
fill out an ‘attendance sheet’ and place it in a box as you enter the Church. At Sts John and Paul your name will
be checked off the ‘list we have for each site’ or added when you arrive.
To assure everyone’s safety, please do not attend if you or someone in your household bubble is waiting for a
COVID 19 test result or have been asked to self – monitor for symptoms over a 14-day period and are still
within that time frame. Please do not attend if you or someone in your household bubble is self-isolating for
14-days after being out of the Province. As well, please do not attend if you have any flu-like symptoms (fever,
cough, difficulty breathing, headache, sore throat, diarrhea, loss of taste or smell, runny nose).
It is most important that everyone is screened with all of the questions and that you sanitize your hands and
allow the attendants to seat you in the places they are asked to sit you. This requires us to be patient and kind
with each other. The volunteers who are screening, signing you in, asking you to sanitize your hands and sit you
have been carefully instructed as to what they need to do to keep everyone safe. They have been coming early
for Masses for many weeks now to care for us in this way. Cooperation and BIG THANK-YOUS are most
important for them to receive from each of us. They have been wonderful in their generosity and we can not
thank them enough.
Registering for Christmas Masses:
It is unsure at this time to know if we will be at the Yellow or Orange Level when Christmas Eve arrives.
At the orange level the maximum who can attend Mass is 50 people. If it is Yellow, we can take as many as we
can seat with social distancing.
This year you need to pre-register to attend one of the Christmas Masses. Please phone in to the Parish office
for attending one of the Christmas Masses at St. Dunstan’s or Sts John and Paul Site. For St. Columba Site
please phone Pauline Mott (368-2693) to sign up.
In case we are moved back into the Orange level of Covid 19 protocols which limits our numbers to 50 people
per Mass, the first 50 who sign up for each Mass will be able to attend. However, with the possibility of us
being in the Yellow level at Christmas time, we will have a second list for each Mass which will take up to the
number we can socially distance people while sitting.
Mass times for Christmas are:
St. Dunstan’s Site: Christmas Eve - 4:30pm, 7:00 pm, 9:30 pm 12:00 midnight and 11:30 Christmas Day.
Sts. John and Paul Site: Christmas Eve – 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm
St. Columba Site: Christmas Eve – 6:00 pm
Fr. Bill and Fr. Peter
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December 13th, 2020 – 3rd Sunday of Advent

Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28

MASS INTENTIONS
St. Columba Church Site
Sun 13th 9:00 am Eugene McGinley
Sun 20th 9:00 am Mary & Ernest Dobbelsteyn
Sts. John & Paul Church Site
Sun 13th 11:00 am Billy Sutton
Sun 20th 11:00 am Robert Erving
St. Dunstan’s Church Site
Sat
12th 5:00 pm George & Mary Jane McGraw
Sun 13th 9:00 am Tim Dilworth
13th 11:30 am Sonny & Eileen Grasse
Sat
19th 5:00 pm Leo and Susan Losier
Sun 20th 9:00 am Dec Members of Landry and
Godin families
20th 11:30 am Antonio DiPasquale
Mass Intentions: Contact Marlita Chase (Parish Office
444-6001). Indicate at which Church Site that you want
the Mass celebrated. stdun@stdunstansparish.ca.

NECROLOGY

Dec 14
Dec 15
Dec 16

Dec 17
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Dec 20

Sanctuary Lamp
In Loving Memory of
Deceased Members of the McSheffrey Family

2020 National Day of Prayer in Solidarity
with Indigenous Peoples
On 12 December, the feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, the Church in Canada celebrates the
National Day of Prayer in Solidarity with
Indigenous Peoples. This project, with the
approval of the Bishops of Canada, has been
coordinated since 2002 by the Canadian
Catholic Indigenous Council (formerly the
Canadian Catholic Aboriginal Council). This
year, the reflection by the Council centers on
the theme Healing of the Earth. For their 2020
message go to www.cccb.ca

2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
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Readings for December 20th
1st Reading 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
2nd Reading Romans 16:25-27
Gospel Luke 1:26-38
News Years Masses:
New Year’s Eve- 5:00 pm Sts John & Paul Church Site
New Year’s Day: 9:00 @ St. Columba Church Site
New Year’s Day: 11:30 am @ St. Dunstan’s Church
Note: There will not be a pre-registration.

Opportunities to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation during Advent:
Saturday, December 12th @ Sts John and Paul Site
from 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
Sunday, December 13th @ St. Columba Site 1:30 pm to
3:00 pm
Saturday, December 19th @ St. Dunstan's Site -1:00
pm - 3pm (2 priests available)

LECTORS SCHEDULE FOR
STS JOHN AND PAUL CHURCH SITE
Date
Lectors
th
December 13
Ray & Anita Allain
th
December 20
Lorraine Bird

2020-2021 Sunday Missals ($4.00 each) are now
available to pick up in the Monsignor Boyd Family
Centre Parish office from Monday to Friday 9 am
to 4 pm. Please phone before you come, the Missal
will be brought to you at the back door. Please have
the correct change.

Missals are available at the entrances of ALL the
church sites. An envelope is inside the cover of
the missal for your donation. Just put it in the
offertory box.
Parents of children/youth (Kindergarten to Grade
9): Last week we sent a letter to all of the parents who
have children registered in our religious education
programs in 2019-2020 detailing what we are offering
parents this year to assist them with 'at home
religious education'. If you still want to register your
child/youth in our Religious Education Program for
2019-2020 please see the note from Fr. Bill at the back
of the bulletin for details. The letter gives a link for
registration for this coming year. If you have not
received it, please see the note at the back of this
bulletin.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT AT STS. JOHN & PAUL SITE:
Every Thursday, at Sts. John and Paul
Church Site from 1pm to 5 pm with
Fr. Peter. Government mandated protocols
will be followed.

“Waiting in the Darkness” ~ Join Sr.
Karen Kelly for an online Advent Retreat
on Wednesday, December 16th from 7:00
to 8:30 pm. To join the retreat through
Zoom please register with Patty at
pattycameron@ourladyofpeacefredericto
n.ca to receive a link. By joining through
Zoom you will be able to participate in
discussions. Or you may watch the
retreat on the Our Lady of Peace Parish
Fredericton Facebook page.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS:
Sts. John & Paul Church Site - Special envelopes are
available on the table in the foyer for anyone wishing to
make a donation toward our Christmas flowers in
memory of loved one(s). Please include your name,
envelope # and the name(s) of your loved one(s) and
place the envelope in the collection basket at Mass by
December 20th. A list of those being remembered will be
displayed at Christmas.
St. Dunstan’s Church Site - You are invited to make a
donation for ‘Flowers’ in memory of a loved one to help
make our Church beautiful for Christmas. Please write
“FLOWERS” on the front of your regular envelope and
then write the name(s) of your loved one(s) on the back
or place a special envelope in the offering. A special
display listing all those being remembered will be
placed next to the side Altar.
St. Columba Church Site - Anyone wishing to make a
donation towards Christmas Flowers in memory of
loved ones is asked to use one of the envelopes at the
entrance of the church marked ‘Christmas Flowers”.
Please include your; name, envelope number and what
family members you would like to honor. A list of those
being remembered will be displace at Christmas.

Holy Communion distributed in your vehicle
between 10:15 am and 10:30 am Sunday,
St. Dunstan’s site
New for Families:
As we begin the season of Advent, Saint John Diocese
Faith Formation website sjdfaithformation.com has
added a new button on the website called “Bite-size
Faith Formation for Families”.
Each week a new advent resource will be added that
families can easily access and share with their children.
Margot McAloon Parker
Diocese of Saint John, Director of Religious Education
Fredericton Regional Coordinator

The Salvation Army Kettle Campaign are looking for
volunteers during December to ‘Adopt A Kettle for
One Day”. Please call 455-3243 if you are able to
volunteer.

Christmas Outreach at
St. Mary Magdalene Parish
What is happening and how can we
participate?
Christmas Outreach to those in need will be happening at
each of our three Church Sites. This is what is happening
and how you can contribute:
ST. COLUMBA CHURCH SITE (Fredericton Junction):
1.
This will be the 24th year for the Community
Christmas Program, which was organized in 1997 as a joint
effort between the churches in our communities. To date,
we have assisted almost 300 families with groceries at
Christmastime, as well as the Oromocto Food Bank through
financial donations. Due to COVID, this year we need to
make changes to our program in order to follow provincial
guidelines and to keep our volunteers safe.
Instead of grocery orders, eligible families will receive help
through grocery store gift cards, delivered before
Christmas. Families will then be able to purchase the
groceries they need for the holiday season. All families in
our communities are eligible provided they are not receiving
assistance from any other agency. All names will be crossreferenced to avoid duplication.
If you know of someone who would benefit from this
program, please contact Pauline Mott (368-2693 or
rpmott@nbnet.nb.ca) with the following information about
the recipient: name, phone number, address, and number
of persons in the household. Please also include your name
and number as the main contact for this family. This
wonderful project is already funded for this year.
2.
In addition, you can drop off mittens and socks in a
box at the entrance of the Church which will be given to the
Oromocto Food Bank.
3.
Funds will be collected and given to the Fredericton
Homeless Shelters for the purchase of personal hygiene
items. To contribute just take an Envelope at the Church
entrance that is marked ‘Christmas Outreach -St. Columba
Site’ and put it in the Offertory Box at the Church entrance
when you come to Mass. You can also phone the Parish
Office 444-6001 and you can arrange to make an ETransfer.
STS. JOHN AND PAUL SITE (New Maryland):
1.
Several families will be sponsored through the
Salvation Army. We will be giving gifts certificates so people
can do their own shopping for their Christmas food and gift
items. These gifts certificates will be purchased by a couple
of parishioners and get to the families a few weeks before

Christmas. It would be best if you contributed through
money donations rather than purchasing gift cards
yourselves.
2.
Mittens, Hats and Socks will be collected in a box at
the Church entrance that will go to the Food Bank to be
distributed in Christmas Boxes. Please have them in the box
at the Church no later than Dec. 13th.
3.
Funds will be given to the Fredericton Homeless
Shelters to purchase personal hygiene items.
4.
To Contribute please take an envelope at the
Entrance of the Church marked ‘Christmas Outreach – Sts
John and Paul Site’ and put your donation into the Offertory
Box at the Church entrance. You can also phone the Parish
office at 444-6001 to arrange an E-Transfer.
ST. DUNSTAN’S SITE (Fredericton):
1.
‘The Christmas Exchange’ sponsors over 90 families
each year. This year we will be sponsoring that number
again. Rather than purchasing groceries and gifts for these
families ourselves, we will be purchasing gift cards so they
can shop for the food and gift items they need. Our
Christmas Exchange team will be purchasing and
distributing these gift cards. If you would like to contribute,
it is best that you donate funds rather than purchasing gift
cards. Having our team purchase them will mean nothing
will need to be dropped off at our parish office and make
sure we do not to have to go out of our homes to shop and
drop off gift certificates at the Church. This, of course, will
aid greatly all of the efforts to not spread Covid 19.
2.
We will also be making a significant donation to the
Food Banks in our area so food items can be purchased that
we would otherwise be collecting in the Parish during
Advent.
3.
To Contribute to these Christmas Outreach
activities please pick up an envelope at the entrance of the
Church marked ‘Christmas Exchange -St. Dunstan’s Site’ and
put it in the Offertory Box at the entrance of the Church.
You can also phone the parish office at 444-6001 to arrange
to make an E-Transfer. If you are pondering how much to
donate, you might figure how much you spent in past years
on food items and gifts that you donated in past years and
give that amount in $$$.
Many thanks for your amazing generosity that allows us to
participate in all of these kind and caring efforts.
Have a Blessed Advent!
Fr. Bill Brennan and Fr. Peter Osborne

Volunteers needed for Masses at St.
Dunstan's Site: We need 6 attendants at
each Mass to welcome, screen, collect your
contact information, offer direction about
sanitizing, offertory and seating as you
arrive for Mass. This is all an essential
aspect of gathering safely according to
government guidelines as we live this
pandemic reality.
If you are interested and able to assist
please choose one of the three Weekend
Masses and you will be assigned on a
rotating basis so as not to be tied up each
weekend. There will be training for the role
and it will require arriving for Mass 45
minutes before Mass begins. To sign up
please phone or email the Parish Office and
give both your phone number and email.

CAN WE HELP?
During these days we all need to be conscious of what
people are living with so we can
be of assistance. We never know when we may need
to know contacts for ourselves or
others who need help, protection, safety and direction.
Our Parish Bulletin is an
instrument available to us to be informed. Domestic
Violence is one such area to be
well informed about and so please become familiar
with the following:
The following community organizations are
connections to provide support and guidance
on how to recognize domestic or intimate partner
violence, how to seek assistance if you
are a victim, a child or a bystander who wants to help.
The following organizations have
professionals trained in how to assist and link people
to the appropriate resources within
our community. People who are in the midst of a
threatening or violent event are
reminded that 911 is the first option.
• Transition House for Abused Women and
Children: 459-2300 (24 Hour Crisis Line), 457-2770
(Daytime Business Line)
• Gignoo Transition House: 458-1224 (24
Hour Crisis Line), 458-1236 (Daytime Business Line)
• Chimo Helpline (Provincial Crisis Line) 450-4357
http://www.chimohelpline.ca>www.chimohelpline.
ca

Dear faithful,
A new liturgical year is upon us, which begins with the
season of Advent. Advent, which means “coming”, is a
season of preparation for Christmas. We sense the
urgency of the prophet Isaiah, “A voice cries out: ‘In the
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in
the desert a highway for our God’.” (Isaiah 40:3) We
remember Christ’s first coming over 2000 years ago, but
we also look forward with joyful expectation to Jesus’
second coming at the end of time.
We may find it difficult to be joyfully expectant amidst
such great uncertainty. The realities of the pandemic
have added stress and often emotional anguish to many
among us, particularly those on the front lines, and those
who may feel isolated. Jesus does not turn a blind eye to
our suffering; he calls us to draw near to him so that we
can experience his peace in our trials. We must be ready
and willing to tend to the needs of others as we are able
as apostles of mercy, and accompany each other during
this time of pandemic, never forgetting those most in
need.
Christ’s promise of joyful hope is for us. When we make
room in our hearts for Jesus, especially through prayer
and the sacraments – privileged encounters with Christ he fills us not just with a happy demeanor, but a true joy
that wells from within. Christian joy is an enduring
presence of the heart that increases as we move closer to
God and remains with us, even in the midst of intense
sufferings. As we prioritize our spiritual life and make a
renewed commitment to personal and family prayer, our
joy will increase and we will be able to share it with
others. In this time of great darkness, there is no greater
contribution we can make to society than to bear the light
of Christ as his missionary disciples.
“Advent, therefore, is the time to prepare ourselves for
this Prince of Peace by being at peace with ourselves, our
soul, that is often in anxiety, anguish and without hope.
For this, one needs to start with oneself.” (Pope
Francis Homily, December 4, 2018) Let us
draw near to Jesus with longing hearts knowing he is the
saviour we have been waiting for, and eagerly awaiting
his second coming in glory. Let us give God permission
to use us powerfully to reflect the light of Christ to
others, as we echo the words of St. Paul, “Rejoice in the
Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!” (Phil 4:4)
With the assurance of my prayers for you and your
families, I remain
Sincerely yours in Jesus with Mary,
 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John
November 23, 2020

Hi parents and guardians,
(Religious Education/Faith Formation)
As we indicated in a letter in late August, our religious
education/faith formation program will be done at home
this year. Included below are two options that offer lots
of flexibility. They’re meant for you to do whatever you
can, so don’t worry about covering all of the material.
If your child is in grade 2, they will be preparing for
First Reconciliation and First Communion.
If your child is in grade 3 (or older) and has not made
their First Communion, please phone Fr. Bill at the
Parish Office (444-6001) and he will give you
directions on what is required to prepare them.
If your daughter/son is in grade 7, 8 or 9, they will be
invited to do Faith Formation on-line with youth leaders
from the Fredericton Parishes. More information will
follow in the near future for these grades, please note
that books are not required to be ordered for these
grades.
If your child is in Grade 9, they will be preparing for
Confirmation. Confirmation sessions will be
announced at a later date via e-mail.
Registration this year will be on-line. Please follow this
link (or copy it into your browser), fill out the required
information and submit (sample form included below).
https://www.cognitoforms.com/ReligiousEd1/CFFRegi
strationFall2020
The fee per book is $20 – date for pick-up and payment
will be confirmed by a separate e-mail
We are offering the following options:
Option 1 - Be My Disciples Program:
This is the program we have been using for a
number of years. It’s easy to use at home with the
student books as your guide. There are 24 chapters
in each book/year level that cover all of the
essential themes of our faith lives in the Church. It
would be ambitious to do all 24 chapters, so you
might find yourself doing less than that. It will be
important to do at least 10 between October and
May.
If you have several children close in age, you can
use one book for both children. Every book comes
with a code that allows you to access the book online.
Each chapter has a page titled, “With my Family”.
You might choose to let this page be your guide
and use the references in that page to direct you to
other parts of the chapter for more content.

Option 2 - Heritage Program:
This is a supplement to the “Be My Disciples
Program”. It’s often given to parents to use as a
“catch-up” for children who are beginning
Religious Education for the first time. It is also
easy for parents to use at home. There are 10
lessons that cover the life of Jesus, the central
beliefs of the Church, all of the Sacraments, making
Christ-centered decisions (Morality), and Catholic
prayers and practices. There is one book for ages
9-11 and one for ages 12-14.
Thank you all for your continued support for the faith
of our youth.
Sincerely, Fr. Bill

Our Sacred Stories
Witness to Light and Hope in the Midst of Darkness
(Fr. John Jennings)
December,… heading into winter. In a few days
we will experience the shortest, darkest day of our year.
It comes as we find ourselves still facing a Covid-19
pandemic. Darkness and cold, isolation and
restrictions, it is a harsh reality.
In the midst of the darkness there is light, there
is hope. From our darkest day, our days will slowly
begin to lengthen, light will triumph over darkness.
News of vaccines has brought light and hope that there
is an end to the pandemic. Slowly the darkness will
end.
The 3rd Sunday of Advent has traditionally been
referred to as “Gaudete Sunday” it issues a call to
rejoice, for light and life will prevail. Advent leads to
Christmas and the promise of God’s deep love and
willingness to stand among us always, in the person of
Jesus, the Christ. There is a wonderful English
Christmas carol that captures this advent of light in the
darkness and hope over despair:
In the bleak mid-winter, Frosty wind made moan;
Earth stood hard as iron, Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow;
In the bleak mid-winter, long ago.
Our God, heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain,…
In the bleak mid-winter, a stable-place sufficed,
The
Lord God Almighty – Jesus Christ.
(Words by Christina Rossetti; Music by Gustav Holst)
John`s Gospel (John 1:6-8, 19-28) tells us of
John the Baptist and we are told: He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. John the Baptist is our model. We are witnesses
for others, called to nurture the faith and hope of our
generation and of the next. In the “bleak mid-winter”,
ours it is to bring light and hope, support and love to
one another and our world.
In the midst of the darkness that sometimes
envelops our lives and the challenges we and our world
face, there is a fundamental truth of our faith. God
recognizes the goodness of every human being and gifts
us with a love that can never be lost. So it is, that like
the Old Testament prophet we are given the Spirit of
our God for a purpose.

Isaiah expresses it this way:
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord
has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to
the oppressed,
to bind-up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;.... (Is.61:1)
May we be light in the darkness, hope in
discouragement and loving compassion for all.

**********
Please continue to tune into the Live Stream Mass through
our Website on Sunday at 9 am. It will also be uploaded to
the Homepage so you can view it at another time. To live
stream, google St. Dunstan’s Church Fredericton and look
for a ‘click here’ button right below the two Video Screens.
The Mass will be uploaded to one of those Video Screens.

Live Stream Link to Website:
https://stdun7.wixsite.com/stdunstansparish
St. Mary Magdalene Facebook
Other Links:
Live Stream Link to Website:
https://stdun7.wixsite.com/stdunstansparish
St. Mary Magdalene Facebook:
Daily TV Mass – https://saltandlighttv.org/mass
Weekdays at 9 am and 1 pm.
Diocese of Saint John http://dioceseofsaintjohn.org
The following is a link to The New Freeman
http://newfreeman.ca/

Offertories: Dec 6

Total

St C

Sts J&P

St D

Weekly, at Mass

$9,894

$432

$375

$9,087

Weekly, average PAD

$3,456

$50

$952

$2,453

YTD Offertories (Actual)

$473,820

$23,193

$74,254

$376,373

YTD Offertories (Budget)

$626,784

$31,792

$87,748

$507,244

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)

($152,964)

($8,599)

($13,494)

($130,871)

Poor & Needy

$370

$0

$0

$370

Building fund

$420

$0

$0

$420

Christmas Exchange

$8,720

$350

$380

$7,990

Other

$1,197

$225

$74

$898

# PAD users

136

1

31

104

# Envelopes used

272

49

26

197

# Envelopes issued

727

71

66

590

Total

St C

Sts J&P

St D

$12,707

$462

$401

$11,844

$3,505

$50

$952

$2,502

YTD Offertories (Actual)

$453,027

$22,556

$71,152

$359,319

YTD Offertories (Budget)

$613,993

$31,144

$85,957

$496,892

($160,966)

($8,588)

($14,805)

($137,573)

Poor & Needy

$135

$0

$0

$135

Building fund

$25

$0

$0

$25

$1,510

$0

$150

$1,360

$697

$65

$74

$558

# PAD users

136

1

31

104

# Envelopes used

164

25

21

118

# Envelopes issued

727

71

66

590

Total

St C

Sts J&P

St D

Weekly, at Mass

$9,798

$382

$659

$8,757

Weekly, average PAD

$3,460

$50

$952

$2,458

YTD Offertories (Actual)

$438,502

$21,924

$69,963

$346,615

YTD Offertories (Budget)

$601,201

$30,495

$84,166

$486,540

($162,699)

($8,571)

($14,203)

($139,925)

Poor & Needy

$145

$0

$0

$145

Building fund

$0

$0

$0

$0

$240

$0

$0

$240

$1,111

$121

$275

$715

Other

$10

$0

$0

$10

# PAD users

133

1

31

101

# Envelopes used

188

29

33

126

# Envelopes issued

727

71

66

590

Offertories: Nov 29
Weekly, at Mass
Weekly, average PAD

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)

Christmas Exchange
Other

Offertories: Nov 22

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)

Dev & Peace (Covid-19)
Priest's Illness

Options for your offertory
contributions available to you at
this time.
- Pre-Authorized Debit (PAD) you
can make your donations
through a debit at your bank on
a weekly, semi-monthly or
monthly basis. There is a PAD
form you can receive by
contacting the office. You
would have to fill out and
return to the office along with a
copy of a voided cheque. Form
available at
https://stdun7.wixsite.com/std
unstansparish
- Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
You can e-transfer your
offertory at any time with this
option, if you do online
banking. You would use the
following email
address: stdun@stdunstanspari
sh.ca

Website: Michael Minifie,
Business and Facilities Manager is
designing a new Website that will be
St. Mary Magdalene Parish Website.
We will inform you when it is in
operation. This will reflect our new
parish reality rather than having a
St. Dunstan’s and a St’s John and
Paul website. In the meantime,
as you know, we are using the St.
Dunstan’s Website for all of our
on-line and live stream events.

