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May 16th, 2021 – Ascension of the Lord 
 

 
Note from Fr. Bill: 
 
Hopefully, this week, you received through our ‘Parish Email’, the document regarding an Introduction to a 
Parish Visioning Process we are undertaking. Please see this two page note from Shelley Knorr (Pastoral 
Council Chair, Kevin Roherty, Finance Council Chair, Fr. Peter Osborne and myself in this Bulletin. Please 
take some time to read it all and take in the essential information that will assist you in the parts that you will 
invite you into prayer, discussion and discernment as a parishioner.  Copies available also at the exits of each 
church site.  
 

Also, see below an opportunity to participate in a Parish Refugee Committee Fundraiser. 
 

Here are a couple of quotes from St. Theresa of Avila for your nourishment: 

"May today there be peace within. May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be. May you 
not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith. May you use those gifts that you have received, and 
pass on the love that has been given to you. May you be content knowing you are a child of God. Let this 
presence settle into your bones, and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love. It is there for 
each and every one of us."  

 “Accustom yourself continually to make many acts of love, for they enkindle and melt the soul.” 

“The important thing is not to think much, but to love much.” 

 
Refugee Committee Fund Raiser Needs YOUR Support !! 
 
The St. Mary Magdalene Parish Refugee Committee has received approval to sponsor a Syrian family of four 
to settle in our community. Because of COVID, the process has temporarily been stalled.  We have been 
advised that there will be additional costs, such as providing for quarantine requirements, when the family does 
arrive. We also know airfare will likely increase post covid. 
 

The first fundraiser will be a lottery in the form of a 200 Club. Numbers from 1 to 200 will be sold for $20.00. 
Each number is exclusive to the purchaser and is eligible for 20 weekly draws. The winning number is returned 
to the draw box and is eligible for all future draws, i.e. each number can win multiple times. The prize for weeks 
1 to 9 and 11 to 19 is $50.00. Weeks 10 and 20 the prize is $500.00. Odds of winning are 200 to 1 weekly. 
Weekly winners will be notified by telephone or email as well as printed in the bulletin. First draw is on Monday, 
June 14th. 

To Purchase a Number ($20) call one of the following beginning Monday, June 14th.   Ron Jackson 457-1066, 
Bruce Judah 444-8809, Robert Gerard 459-8209 or Marlita at the Parish Office 444-6000. Purchasing numbers 
will all be done by phone. No paper exchange! To pay you are encouraged to use an e-transfer through the 
parish email, stdun@stdunstansparish.ca and indicate it is for the Refugee Committee Lottery. You can also 
put the $20 in an envelope with your name and ‘Refugee Committee Lottery’ on it and put it in the Sunday 
Offertory, after you have received confirmation of your lottery number. 
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May 16th, 2021 – Ascension of the Lord 

1st Reading:  Acts 1:1-11                                        Gospel:  Mark 16:15-20                                2nd Reading:  Ephesians 4:1-13 

 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

This week In Honor of the 

Graduating Classes of 2021 

 

Available Sanctuary Lamp dates: 
May 30th.  June 6th.  July 4th, 11th, 25th, August 1st, 15th, 
22nd, 29th, September 5th, 26th, October 10th, 24th, 31st, 
the month of November and December. 
 
Volunteers needed for Masses at St. Dunstan's 
Site:  We need 6 attendants at each Mass to 
welcome, screen, collect your contact 
information, offer direction about sanitizing, 
offertory and seating as you arrive for Mass.  
This is all an essential aspect of gathering 
safely according to government guidelines as 
we live this pandemic reality. 
 
 
If you are interested and able to assist, 
please choose one of the three Weekend Masses 
and you will be assigned on a rotating basis 
so as not to be tied up each weekend. There 
will be training for the role and it will 
require arriving for Mass 45 minutes before 
Mass begins. To sign up please phone or email 
the Parish Office and give both your phone 
number and email. 

 

NECROLOGY 

 
 

May 17 C Lyn Howell   1980 
  Antoinette Parmigiani 1994 
  Paul Carlyle Campbell 2004 
May 18 Lois Lucille Ackerman 1981 
  Keith Michael Woolaver 2002 
  Maureen Ethel Young 2006 
May 19 Frank Alexander Saunders 1989 
  Stanley William MacNeil 1993 
  Nafla Terry Anderson 2017 
  Katharine Ann Robinson 2017 
  Janes “Jim” McAlinden 2019 
May 20 Irene Mary Anna Mattern 1988 
  Ruth Grant   1994 
  John Phillip Birch  1996 
  Margaret Theresa Graham 1999 
  Thelma Agnes Monahan 1999 
  Marjorie Hester Dugan 2006 
May 21 Rev Roe Joseph McKenna 1981 
  Rita Elizabeth Church 1987 
May 23 Maurice Ryan  1988 
  Rev David C Mitchell 1992 
  Garnett Loomer Crosby 1995 
 
 

Faithful Departed 
Lori Harrison, daughter of Carol, sister of Tim 

 
 

Readings for May 23rd  
1st Reading   Acts 2:1-11 

2nd Reading   Galatians 5:16-25 

Gospel    John 20:19-23 

 

 
NOTICE:  Parishioners using envelope 
#290, #346 and #494 please call the 
Parish office 444-6001 and leave your 
name, address and the envelope number 
you are using so we may enter your 
information in our database.  
 
 
Sts. John and Paul Site – LECTORS 
May 16th   Cathy Seguin 
May 23rd  Judy Ingram 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

St. Columba Church Site  

Sun   16th    9:00 am    Greg Shannon 

Sun   23rd    9:00 am    Florine Johnston 
 

 

Sts. John & Paul Church Site 

Sun    16th    11:00 am    Dr. Efraim Barrera 

Sun    23rd    11:00 am    For the People 

 

St. Dunstan’s Church Site 
Sat     15th       5:00 pm  Edmond and Rachel Losier 

Sun    16th       9:00 am    Charles Sargeant  

                     11:30 am     For the People 

Sat     22nd      5:00 pm    Ron Gallagher                 

Sun    23rd       9:00 am    Mildred Levesque 

                     11:30 am    Lewis Levesque Jr.  
 

Mass Intentions:  Contact Marlita Chase (Parish Office 

444-6001).  Indicate at which Church Site that you want 

the Mass celebrated.   stdun@stdunstansparish.ca.  
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Introduction to a Parish Visioning Process we will 

be undertaking over the next year.  

 

At this time in our Parish History the following key 

factors are to be considered as we look to the future of 

St. Mary Magdalene Parish.  We have been a new 

parish community since September 1, 2018. We were 

formed from the former St Dunstan’s, Sts. John and 

Paul and St. Columba Parish Communities. 

One of the objectives for restructuring and forming 

New Parish Communities was to free up resources for 

enhancing the Mission of Jesus Christ in and through 

these New Parishes through a stronger focus on 

Evangelization, Faith Development, Liturgy, Social 

Action, Family Life and the many ministries of parish 

life.  These resources are the human resources (the 

many gifts and talents of all parishioners and staff), the 

buildings that support this mission and the finances to 

support the vision and mission. 
 

Two and a half years into the new reality, there is no 

doubt that God has done great work in and among us to 

take the initial steps of becoming a new parish.  We 

have New Parish Pastoral and Finance Councils with 

representative from each of the former three parishes. 

We are planning liturgies together and work together to 

assure that Children’s Faith Formation and Youth 

Ministry happens at all three Church Sites. We outreach 

to Refugees, the Vulnerable at Christmas and 

throughout the year, Food Banks and Homeless 

Shelters, and, two CWL’s have merged into One.  All 

of the Ministries that were happening in each Church 

Site continue to be active. As well we have one 

common Parish Office and staff serving the whole 

Parish.   
 

The glaring statistic that our parish is faced with is that 

we continue to operate at a significant deficit, with a 

significant amount of our expenses being used for Staff 

and Building upkeep and maintenance…. and that there 

are very limited resources going into the Mission of our 

Parish. 
 

As we address this reality, we are called to do so by 

making our primary focus, the Mission of our Parish 

Community by addressing and discerning the following 

Questions: 

1. What is the Mission of our Parish? For what 

purposes do we exist? What are God’s desires 

for us as a parish?  

2. How are we making out utilizing our parish 

resources for the sake of this Mission? (People, 

buildings, finances). 

3. How do we listen to and dialogue with God as a 

Parish Community in order to become clear about 

our mission and the development and use of 

resources? 

In addressing these three questions the Parish 

Pastoral Council, with the support of the Parish 

Finance Council have established an Ad Hoc 

Visioning Committee with the following mandate: 

 
To outline a process to evaluate our present 
pastoral and financial reality with view to 
developing a parish ‘pastoral plan’ for 1-3 years 
that establishes clear pastoral goals, objectives, 
programs and ministries that respects our 
financial reality.  The process must include 
components of prayerful discernment that 
engages the wider parish community in regards to 
their needs and hopes, as well as data on our 
financial situation and ability to financially 
support the pastoral plan. 

 
The members of this Ad Hoc Visioning Committee are 

Shelley Knorr (Parish Pastoral Council Chair), Kevin 

Roherty (Finance Council Chair), Sr. Karen Kelly, 

CND, Judy Ingram, Chris McAloon, Fr. Peter Osborne 

and Fr. Bill Brennan. We have been meeting every two 

weeks since March 4th and are working towards having 

an initial outline of a recommended process to proceed 

with over the next year by late May. This will be 

presented to the Parish Pastoral and Finance Councils. 

From our discussion with them we will be 

implementing the first steps of engaging the whole 

parish in this Visioning Process. 
 

It has been decided by the Pastoral and Finance 

Councils that during this Visioning Process we will not 

commit any of our properties to long-term rental 

commitments. We will keep everything open to the 

discernment that takes place as we become clear 

through this visioning process how our resources 

(people’s gifts, buildings and finances) can best be used 

and allocated for the concrete goals, objectives and 

programs that will come from this prayerful process 

over the next year. 
 

As most of you know, the rectory at Sts. John and Paul 

site is empty. As with the Monsignor Boyd Family 

Center, we have a number of requests to rent over a 

long-term commitment. All of our properties and their 

use will be a part of our discernment and visioning 

process as possible resources to support our pastoral 

vision and mission.  

 



 

We will not make any long-term commitment to anyone 

until we have a clear vision about what God is calling 

us to be and do in and through the parish.  To make sure 

that the rectory is not empty and can generate some 

revenue for us over this time of discernment, we have 

entered an agreement with a residential rental agency, 

Considerate Property Management, to oversee the 

rental of the property as a residence for a maximum of 

one year. We are not renting for longer than that in 

order to keep it available to serve our parish’s mission.  

Be assured that the lease agreement has 65 items that a 

tenant needs to adhere to in order that the property 

(house and surroundings) is respected and kept in good 

care. 
 

This is an exciting time in our parish community and 

will keep you posted on what is happening and how you 

can engage in the Visioning Process.  

 

Blessings, 

 

Shelley Knorr, Parish Pastoral Council Chair 

Kevin Roherty, Finance Council Chair 

Fr. Peter Osborne, Associate Pastor 

Fr. Bill Brennan, Pastor 

(Copies available at the exits of each church) 

 

 

THURSDAY ADORATION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT AT STS. JOHN & PAUL SITE:  Every 

Thursday from 1 pm to 5 pm.  Government 

mandated protocols will be followed. 

 

Holy Communion distributed in your vehicle on 

Sunday:  St. Dunstan’s Site, King Street parking 

lot between 10:15 am and 10:30 am. 
 

 

2021 Sunday Missals ($4.00 each) are now available to 

pick up in the Monsignor Boyd Family Centre Parish 

office from Monday to Friday 9 am to 4 pm.  Please 

phone before you come, the Missal will be brought to 

you at the back door. Please have the correct change. 

 

 

Sunday Missals are available at the entrances of 

ALL the church sites.  An envelope is inside the 

cover of the missal for your donation.  Just put it in 

the offertory box.   

 

 

TWO OPPORTUNITIES 
TO PARTICIPATE IN 
ALPHA COURSE 
ONLINE. 
 

What are your plans for after Lent?  
Why not grab a friend and join us for our next Alpha 

Course?  Alpha is the perfect place to discuss the big 

questions of life, introduce people to God or renew your 

own relationship with Jesus.    Our Lady of Peace 

Parish’s next course will start online, Thursday, 

April 15th at 7:00 pm.  Who will you invite? 

To register please contact Patty Cameron at 

pattycameron@ourladyofpeacefredericton.ca 

 

ALPHA for Religious Education Coordinators, 

Catechists and other Parish Lay Leaders in the 

Diocese of Saint John with Bishop Christian 

Riesbeck.  Beginning on April 20th, every 

Tuesday evening from 7:00 – 8:30 pm for 

approximately 10 weeks.   

To register contact Mary Alice Glasgow at 

sjreled@dioceseofsaintjohn.org   

 
• Transition House for Abused Women and  

Children:  459-2300 (24 Hour Crisis Line), 457-2770 
(Daytime Business Line) 
 

• Gignoo Transition House:  458-1224 (24  
Hour Crisis Line), 458-1236 (Daytime Business Line)  
 

• Chimo Helpline (Provincial Crisis Line) 450-4357  
http://www.chimohelpline.ca>www.chimohelpline.ca 

 
 

Please continue to tune into the Live Stream Mass through 

our Website on Sunday at 9 am. It will also be uploaded to 

the Homepage so you can view it at another time.  To live 

stream, google St. Dunstan’s Church Fredericton and look 

for a ‘click here’ button right below the two Video Screens.  

The Mass will be uploaded to one of those Video Screens. 
 

Live Stream Link to Website:  

https://stdun7.wixsite.com/stdunstansparish 

St. Mary Magdalene Facebook 
 

Daily TV Mass – https://saltandlighttv.org/mass   

Weekdays at 9 am and 1 pm.  

 
 

Diocese of Saint John http://dioceseofsaintjohn.org   
 

The following is a link to The New Freeman    

http://newfreeman.ca/  

 

mailto:pattycameron@ourladyofpeacefredericton.ca
mailto:sjreled@dioceseofsaintjohn.org
http://www.chimohelpline.ca/
http://www.chimohelpline.ca/
https://stdun7.wixsite.com/stdunstansparish
https://saltandlighttv.org/mass
http://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/
http://newfreeman.ca/


 

Our Sacred Stories 

Ascension: A Story of Leaving Yet Remaining 

(Fr. John Jennings) 

 

Some 40 years ago I met Jim and Pauline.  Jim 

was with the OPP and Pauline worked in a Catholic 

school in Barrie.  At the time I was on sabbatical 

researching.  I lived and assisted in a parish in the north 

of Toronto.  The three of us worked together in a 

marriage enrichment program.  Over the course of the 

year we became good friends.  Then I left to return to 

Fredericton. 

One of the remarkable things is that the 

departure did not end the friendship.  For the past 40 

years we have maintained the friendship through letters, 

emails and phone calls.  It was not always easy to 

maintain the contact but it did happen.  Though we left 

each other’s physical presence we had not really left 

one another.  Somehow, there was a presence that 

continued.  We continued to be with one another in our 

friendship.  There was a sense of being apart and 

together, of “leaving yet remaining” with one another. 

When the Scriptures speak of the Ascension, it 

may seem that Jesus is somehow leaving his disciples.  

But when we look more closely at the Gospel accounts, 

it is evident they speak of Jesus still being present 

among them. 

The classic image of the ascension of Jesus is 

captured in the story that we find in the Acts of the 

Apostles (Acts 1:1-11).  The writer of Acts tells the 

story of the earliest Christian communities after the 

resurrection of Jesus.  Acts begins the story with the 

account of Jesus leaving the disciples and ascending to 

heaven, or put another way with the return of Jesus to 

the Father.  It is a story of “leaving yet remaining.”   

The disciples have been given two important 

pieces of their call as followers of Jesus.  They have 

been promised the gift and power Holy Spirit, and they 

have been told that they are to be witnesses to all that 

Jesus has proclaimed.  In some way, the ascension is 

the end of the appearances of the risen Jesus.  He leaves 

them yet remains among them through the continuing 

power of the Spirit that they will receive.  Thus, they 

are to be the ongoing presence of the risen Jesus for our 

world. 

Jesus might have left, but remains among us.  

The Incarnation continues with us, for we are the face 

of Jesus for our world.  The final verses of Mark’s 

Gospel present us with this mission.  We are called to: 

“Go out into all the world and proclaim the good news 

to the whole creation” (Mark 16:15). 

With Jesus among us, and marked by the Spirit we are 

to be people of the Good News. 

 

The last major Constitution of the Second 

Vatican Council closed the council in December 1965.  

This was the Constitution on the Church in the Modern 

World.  Its title and opening words declared its 

principal vision: 

 

The joy and the hope, the grief and the anxiety 

of the people of this age, especially 

those who are poor or in any way afflicted; this 

is the joy and hope, the grief and the 

anxiety, of the followers of Christ.  Indeed, 

nothing genuinely human fails to raise an 

echo in their hearts.  The Christian community 

is, after all, a community of women and 

men truly linked with humankind and its history, 

bearing a message of salvation [good 

 news] intended for all peoples. (Gaudium et 

Spes, preface 1, Huebsch, trans. 1997) 

 

Truly, Good News for all. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MESSAGE FROM DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE 
 
Thank you kindly for your support for the just 
concluded Share Lent campaign, Share Love 
Share Lent. Your donations are truly 
appreciated as it will keep our 83 projects 
across Africa, Middle East, Latin America and 
ASIA alive! 
 
As we have less than 2 weeks before the end 
of the Matching Fund Campaign (i.e. every 
dollar donated to D & P will be matched by 
participating Religious communities...ends on 
Pentecost Sunday May 23)... we invite you to 
consider becoming a MONTHLY DONOR. It is 
easy by simply going to devp.org. Thanking 
you in advance! 

 
 
 
 

http://devp.org/


  

 

9-May Total St C Sts J&P St D 

Weekly, at Mass $6,071 $484 $765 $4,822 

Weekly, average PAD $3,691 $50 $952 $2,689 

YTD Offertories (Actual) $179,435 $9,968 $33,550 $135,917 

YTD Offertories (Budget) $207,045 $10,258 $29,258 $167,529 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit) ($27,610) ($290) $4,292  ($31,612) 

Poor & Needy $180 $0 $0 $180 

Building fund $205 $0 $10 $195 

Papal Charities $920 $139 $153 $628 

Other $185 $0 $55 $130 

# PAD users 134 1 31 102 

# Envelopes used 201 35 37 129 

# Envelopes issued 727 71 66 590 

 

 

2-May Total St C Sts J&P St D 

Weekly, at Mass $4,230 $517 $515 $3,198 

Weekly, average PAD $3,658 $50 $952 $2,656 

YTD Offertories (Actual) $168,481 $9,484 $30,639 $128,358 

YTD Offertories (Budget) $196,148 $9,718 $27,718 $158,712 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit) ($27,667) ($234) $2,921  ($30,354) 

Poor & Needy $0 $0 $0 $0 

Building fund $741 $0 $111 $630 

Easter $30 $0 $0 $30 

Good Friday $0 $0 $0 $0 

Other $10 $0 $0 $10 

# PAD users 132 1 31 100 

# Envelopes used 169 24 23 122 

# Envelopes issued 727 71 66 590 

 

 

25-Apr Total St C Sts J&P St D 

Weekly, at Mass $5,453 $354 $290 $4,809 

Weekly, average PAD $3,658 $50 $952 $2,656 

YTD Offertories (Actual) $159,048 $8,867 $29,137 $121,044 

YTD Offertories (Budget) $185,251 $9,178 $26,178 $149,894 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit) ($26,203) ($311) $2,959  ($28,850) 

Poor & Needy $266 $0 $0 $266 

Building fund $35 $0 $0 $35 

Easter $120 $0 $0 $120 

Good Friday $0 $0 $0 $0 

Other $0 $0 $0 $0 

# PAD users 132 1 31 100 

# Envelopes used 148 21 15 112 

# Envelopes issued 727 71 66 590 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Options for your offertory 

contributions available to you at 

this time. 
 

- Pre-Authorized Debit (PAD) you 
can make your donations 
through a debit at your bank on 
a weekly, semi-monthly or 
monthly basis.  There is a PAD 
form you can receive by 
contacting the office.   You 
would have to fill out and 
return to the office along with a 
copy of a voided cheque.   Form 
available at 
https://stdun7.wixsite.com/std
unstansparish 

   

- Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 
You can e-transfer your 
offertory at any time with this 
option, if you do online 
banking.  You would use the 
following email  
address:  stdun@stdunstanspari
sh.ca   

 

Website:  Michael Minifie, 

Business and Facilities Manager is 

designing a new Website that will be 

St. Mary Magdalene Parish Website. 

We will inform you when it is in 

operation. This will reflect our new 

  parish reality rather than having a 

St. Dunstan’s and a St’s John and 

Paul website.  In the meantime,  

as you know, we are using the St. 

Dunstan’s Website for all of our 

on-line and live stream events. 
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