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August 15th, 2021 – Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

 

Note from Fr. Bill: 

1. Bishops Parish visit to St. Columba and Sts. John and Paul Sites next Sunday: 
With COVID 19 restrictions being lifted, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, will complete his ‘Parish Visit’ on 

Sunday, August 22nd by presiding at the Sunday Mass at St. Columba Church Site (9 am) and Sts John and 

Paul Church Site (11 am). He will take a few moments after Mass to engage those in attendance in a brief 

conversation and exchange. We look forward as a Parish to welcoming him and engaging in hopeful and 

helpful discussions at these two sites as has already happened at St. Dunstan’s Church Site. 
 

2.  I have been putting in the bulletin short excerpts from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 
Volume 6 on reconciliation. I am hoping that this will be a doorway for you to go into the fuller document for 
continued learning and awareness.  This week is an excerpt from Chapter 3 titled, ‘From apology to action: 
Canada and the churches. The focus of this excerpt is why apologies are important to healing and 
reconciliation. Next week the excerpt will be focused on why official apologies are important to healing and 
reconciliation. 
 

Chapter 3 begins by stating: “From the outset, this Commission has emphasized that reconciliation is not a 

one-time event; it is a multi-generational journey that involves all Canadians.  The public apologies and 

compensation to residential school Survivors, their families, and their communities by Canada and the 

churches that ran the residential schools marked the beginning, not the end, of this journey.  Survivors needed 

to hear government and church officials admit that the cultural, spiritual, emotional, physical, and sexual abuse 

that they suffered in the schools was wrong and should never have happened, but they needed more.  

 The children and grandchildren of Survivors needed to hear the truth about what happened to their 

parents and grandparents in the residential schools.  At the Commission’s public events, many survivors spoke 

in the presence of their children and grandchildren for the first time about the abuses they had suffered as 

children, and about the destructive ways of behaving they had learned at residential school.  Many offered their 

own heartfelt apologies to their families for having been abusive or unable to parent, or simply to say, “I love 

you.” 

 Apologies are important to victims of violence and abuse.  Apologies have been potential to restore 

human dignity and empower victims to decide whether they will accept an apology or forgive a perpetrator. 

Where there has been no apology, or one that victims believe tries to justify the behavior of perpetrators and 

evade responsibility, reconciliation is difficult, if not impossible, to achieve.”  
 

 

A copy of The 94 Calls to Action by The Truth and Reconciliation Commission can be picked up as you exit 

the Church or accessed online Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf (trc.ca) . 
 

 

Parish Outreach - The Downtown Health Clinic, the City of Fredericton, the public library and the downtown 

faith groups have come together and will be providing heat relief for the vulnerable in our community each 

time Environment Canada issues a "Heat Alert" for the Fredericton area. This will be located in the parking lot 

of the public library. Water, cooling fans and cover from the sun will be provided. This will be provided by 

volunteers from the faith communities. If you would like to have further info or sign up as a volunteer, please 

contact John Denning at 470-5696 or jdenning401@gmail.com. 
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August 15th, 2021 – Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
1st Reading:  Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10 ab           Gospel:  Luke 1:39-56              2nd Reading:  1 Corinthians 15:20-26 

 

Quote from Volume 6, The Final report of the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission of Canada on 

‘Reconciliation: “For churches, demonstrating long-

term commitment requires atoning for actions within 

the residential schools, respecting Indigenous 

spirituality, and supporting Indigenous peoples’ 

struggles for justice and equity.” (Intro. P 17) 

THURSDAY ADORATION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT AT STS. JOHN & PAUL SITE:  Every 

Thursday from 1 pm to 5 pm.  Government 

mandated protocols will be followed. 

St. Anthony’s monthly “Touched by Cancer” Mass for 

those whose lives have been affected in any way by 

cancer will take place Friday, August 20 at 7:00 

pm.  All are welcome.    

 

Our Lady of Grace Catholic School in New Maryland 

still has openings for students from Grades K to 8 for 

the fall.  For information, please call 459-3519 or visit 

our website www. ladyofgrace.org 

  

NECROLOGY 

 

Aug 16 Della Edna Chiasson 1993 
  Michael Nagle  1994 
  William Michael F Hogan 2015 
Aug 17 John Daniel Swift  1981 
  Rita Alice McAlinden 1997 
  Francis Joseph Boucher 1998 
  Roberta Murdoch  2002 
  Michael Louis Jardine 2013 
  Raymond Arthur McCue 2016 
  Marilyn Helen Khoury 2016 
Aug 18 Matthew Robert Goodine 1984 
  Nora Luscombe  1986 
  Margaret M Byno  1989 
  Byron Joseph MacMillan 1990 
  Roma Veronica Pendrigh 1999 
  Marion Louise Rowan 2012 
Aug 19 Carol Ann Roach  1987 
  Meta Lillian Hachey  1993 
  Elizabeth (Betty) Murphy 2002 
  Harold Francis Doherty 2004 
  Anna Margaret Howes 2008 
Aug 20 Anna Belle Comeau  1984 
  Frederick James Dugan 1985 
  Antoine (Tony) Leger 1991 
  M Eileen McGloan  1995 
  Michael Landry  2000 
  William Patrick Ryan 2012 
Aug 22 Msgr Andrew L McFadden 1988 
  Geraldine Emma Woods 1997 
 

Readings for August 22nd  
1st Reading   Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b 

2nd Reading   Ephesians 4L32 – 5:1-2, 21-32 

Gospel    John 6:53, 60-69 

 

 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

This week In Memory of 

Rick Hatchette 

 
 
Sts. John and Paul Site – LECTORS 
Aug 15th   Mike McIntosh 
Aug 22nd   Lorraine Bird 
Aug 29th   Fred & Mary Farrell 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

St. Columba Church Site  

Sun  15th     9:00 am   Eva Richard  

Sun  22nd    9:00 am   Special Intention 

 

Sts. John & Paul Church Site 

Sun   15th    11:00 am    For the People 

Sun   22nd   11:00 am    Florine Johnson 

 

St. Dunstan’s Church Site 

Sat     14th    5:00 pm    Elizabeth McDermott  

Sun    15th    9:00 am    Mary Albuquerque 

                   11:30 am   Leticia Espino 
 

Wed  18th     6:30 pm  Betty Saunders 

Thur  19th   12:05 pm   Zoe Morin 

Sat     21st    5:00 pm    Charles Moreland 

Sun    22nd    9:00 am    Patricia Fenner 

                   11:30 am    For the People 
 

 

Mass Intentions:  Contact Marlita Chase (Parish Office 

444-6001).  Indicate at which Church Site that you want 

the Mass celebrated.   stdun@stdunstansparish.ca.  
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Our Sacred Stories 

Mary: Mother and Mirror of Us All 

(Fr. John Jennings) 

 

 First a disclaimer – I have never been pregnant.  

Thus, to reflect on Mary and her pregnant visit to 

Elizabeth in Luke’s Gospel (1:39-56) is in many ways 

outside my area of knowledge and awareness.  

However, over the years I have had the honour of 

baptizing hundreds of newly born children.  That 

privilege has afforded me the gift of observing parents 

at this blessed moment in their lives, and I am sure a 

blessing it has been.  It has been a time of great joy as 

well as anticipation and excitement.  Often too, the 

moment includes uncertainty, anxiety and even some 

fear.  But more than anything it is a time of expectancy 

and hope. 

 This is what Luke presents in the first two 

chapters of his Gospel.  This section is often referred to 

as the Infancy narrative.  It draws on the faith and 

memory of the earliest communities of Christians.  

They were seeking to understand and express the 

person of Jesus as the Christ as well as his message and 

mission.  Thus, Mary becomes a central figure in the 

story.  She is both a prophet and a disciple as the story 

unfolds. 

 Like the prophets of the Old Testament, Mary 

comes to us as the voice of God embodied.  Her life and 

her experience in Luke represent God’s constant 

willingness to reach out to touch the beloved creation 

and humanity that is set before us in the first chapter of 

the Book of Genesis.  There, in poetic form we are told 

that “God created the heavens and the earth”.  Then 

after six days of work, “God saw everything that he had 

made, and indeed, it was very good.” (Gen.1:31) 

 The prophets of the Old Testament repeatedly 

expressed the continuance of God’s love for created 

humanity.  They served as the bearer of God’s loving 

word to Israel especially in times of challenge and 

difficulty.  Mary appears in this tradition.  Her words in 

response to the blessing spoken to her by Elizabeth are 

the words of a prophet accepting her call: “My soul 

proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices 

in God my savior for he has looked upon his lowly 

servant.”  Her proclamation repeatedly sings of God’s 

loving mercy for all. 

 In the New Testament, God again comes to his 

beloved creation and humanity.  Mary’s role is 

prophesy by action.  She becomes the mother of Jesus 

and the vehicle of God’s incarnation among us, life-

giving and loving.  She becomes the bearer of God to 

our world in a marvelous way.  With Mary and like 

Mary, we may not fully understand God’s ways, but we 

can certainly be amazed by God’s coming to us. 

 Jesus gathers many followers, disciples.  He 

forms them and commissions them to bear the same 

message as he proclaims and reveals in himself.  Mary 

pronounces this message with her proclamation in 

Luke.  It is a message of love and support (“[lifting] up 

the lowly”), (“[filling] the hungry”); a message of 

mercy and compassion.  In so many ways, Mary is the 

first of the disciple of Jesus the Christ. 

Mary, is the mirror of us all, the bearer of the 

Christ into our world, the revelation of God among us.  

In our very selves, we are like Mary, prophets and 

disciples.  So often we struggle to comprehend this 

vision of ourselves and others.  Fr. Richard Rohr 

referring to the First Letter of John (1 Jn 3:2) reminds 

of who we all are: “Our inherent ‘likeness to God’ 

depends upon the objective connection given by God 

equally to all creatures, each of whom carries the divine 

DNA in a unique way.” (Richard Rohr. The Universal 

Christ, New York 2021 60-61.) 

       

   

 
You can Live Stream Mass through our Website on 

Sunday at 9 am. It will also be uploaded to the 

Homepage so you can view it at another time.  To 

live stream, google St. Dunstan’s Church Fredericton 

and look for a ‘click here’ button right below the two 

Video Screens.  The Mass will be uploaded to one of 

those Video Screens. 

 

Daily TV Mass – https://saltandlighttv.org/mass   

Weekdays at 9 am and 1 pm.  
 

Refugee Committee Fund Raiser  
Thank you for your support! 

9th Winner – Sue & Joe Robertson #71 -$50.00 
Next Draw is Monday, August 16th.  The winner 
will be contacted by phone and an email will be 

sent out to all ticket holders announcing the 
winner.  Good Luck! 

 

 
The New Freeman: Catch up with Diocesan News, 

weekly reflections by Fr. John Jennings and Fr. Ron 

Rolheiser and other faith and Church related articles.  

Access The New Freeman on line through the Diocese 

of Saint John Website 

https://dioceseofsainthohn.org/the-new-freeman 

 

 

Due to the increased cost of Vigil Candles in the 

church, the suggested donation is now $4.00 for        

a 5-day candle and $1.00 for a 1-day candle.   

https://saltandlighttv.org/mass
https://dioceseofsainthohn.org/the-new-freeman


  

 

8-Aug Total St C Sts J&P St D 

Weekly, at Mass $4,664 $350 $670 $3,644 

Weekly, average PAD $3,737 $50 $952 $2,735 

YTD Offertories (Actual) $297,700 $16,947 $54,602 $226,151 

YTD Offertories (Budget) $348,708       

YTD Surplus/(Deficit) ($51,008)       

Poor & Needy $312 $0 $0 $312 

Building fund $120 $0 $10 $110 

Cemeteries $10 $0 $0 $10 

Other $10 $0 $0 $10 

# PAD users 135 1 31 103 

# Envelopes used 137 20 26 91 

# Envelopes issued 727 71 66 590 
 

 

 

 

Hermitage Cemetery – Owned and Operated  

by St. Mary Magdalene Parish 

The Hermitage Cemetery provides a peaceful and respectful 

 place for family members to visit with their loved ones and 

 experience more deeply their eternal gift of life.  More and  

more we are seeing people wanting a number of Interment  

options so we now offer the choice of Traditional Burials or 

 the placement of Cremated Remains in our new Columbaria  

Site.  Call the Parish office at The Monsignor Boyd Family  

Centre (444-6001) to find out more about what we can do  

for you and your loved ones, or request a pamphlet which  

provides pricing and contact information.   

The Catholic Health Association of New Brunswick is offering two (2) Scholarships in the amount of $1000.00 

each, they will be awarded to one (1) student studying in a French educational institution and one (1) student 

studying in an English educational institution.  Students must be entering their second year of studies or later, in a 

post-secondary program in the field of health care. Information and application forms are available online 

at www.chanb.com.  Applications must be postmarked by September 30th 2021. For further information please 

email catholichealth@chpchi.com. 

 

Options for your offertory 

contributions available to you at 

this time. 
 

- Pre-Authorized Debit (PAD) you 
can make your donations 
through a debit at your bank on 
a weekly, semi-monthly or 
monthly basis.  There is a PAD 
form you can receive by 
contacting the office.   You 
would have to fill out and 
return to the office along with a 
copy of a voided cheque.   Form 
available at 
https://stdun7.wixsite.com/std
unstansparish 

   

- Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 
You can e-transfer your 
offertory at any time with this 
option, if you do online 
banking.  You would use the 
following email  
address:  stdun@stdunstanspari
sh.ca   

 

Website:  Michael Minifie, Business and Facilities Manager is designing a new Website that will be 

St. Mary Magdalene Parish Website. We will inform you when it is in operation. This will reflect our new 

parish reality rather than having a St. Dunstan’s and a St’s John and Paul website.  In the meantime, as you 

know, we are using the St. Dunstan’s Website for all of our on-line and live stream events. 
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